
Psalm and Readings Tuesday 23rd April 2024 
 
Psalm 5 
 

Give ear to my words, O Lord; 
    give heed to my sighing. 
Listen to the sound of my cry, 
    my King and my God, 
    for to you I pray. 
O Lord, in the morning you hear my voice; 
    in the morning I plead my case to you, and 
watch. 
 

For you are not a God who delights in 
wickedness; 
    evil will not sojourn with you. 
The boastful will not stand before your eyes; 
    you hate all evildoers. 
You destroy those who speak lies; 
    the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful. 
 

But I, through the abundance of your steadfast 
love, 
    will enter your house, 
I will bow down towards your holy temple 
    in awe of you. 
Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness 
    because of my enemies; 
    make your way straight before me. 
 

For there is no truth in their mouths; 
    their hearts are destruction; 
their throats are open graves; 
    they flatter with their tongues. 
Make them bear their guilt, O God; 
    let them fall by their own counsels; 
because of their many transgressions cast them 
out, 
    for they have rebelled against you. 
 

But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; 
    let them ever sing for joy. 
Spread your protection over them, 
    so that those who love your name may exult in 
you. 
For you bless the righteous, O Lord; 
    you cover them with favour as with a shield. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Joshua 1:1 – 9 

After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, 
the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ 
assistant, saying, ‘My servant Moses is dead. Now 
proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this 
people, into the land that I am giving to them, to 
the Israelites. Every place that the sole of your 
foot will tread upon I have given to you, as I 
promised to Moses. From the wilderness and the 
Lebanon as far as the great river, the river 
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, to the Great 
Sea in the west shall be your territory. No one 
shall be able to stand against you all the days of 
your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you; I will not fail you or forsake you. Be strong 
and courageous; for you shall put this people in 
possession of the land that I swore to their 
ancestors to give them. Only be strong and very 
courageous, being careful to act in accordance 
with all the law that my servant Moses 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right 
hand or to the left, so that you may be successful 
wherever you go. This book of the law shall not 
depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on 
it day and night, so that you may be careful to act 
in accordance with all that is written in it. For 
then you shall make your way prosperous, and 
then you shall be successful. I hereby command 
you: Be strong and courageous; do not be 
frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go.’ 
 
 
 
Ephesians 6:10 – 20 
 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength 
of his power. Put on the whole armour of God, so 
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies 
of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the 
whole armour of God, so that you may be able to 
withstand on that evil day, and having done 
everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and 
fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and 
put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes 
for your feet put on whatever will make you 



ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of 
these, take the shield of faith, with which you will 
be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the 
evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and 
supplication. To that end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray 
also for me, so that when I speak, a message may 
be given to me to make known with boldness the 
mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it 
boldly, as I must speak. 
 
 
 
 
 
A prayer for this time of transition 
 

Faithful and loving God 
we hold our Benefice before you in this time of 
transition.  
Be with us in our waiting, in our expectation and 
in our preparation. 
Be with our new incumbent as he or she also 
waits, expects and prepares. 
Bring us together in love for you and for this 
Benefice, 
and be our light for the way ahead. 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen  
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

God of hosts, 
who so kindled the flame of love 
in the heart of your servant George 
that he bore witness to the risen Lord 
by his life and by his death: 
give us the same faith and power of love 
that we who rejoice in his triumphs 
may come to share with him the fullness of the 
resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 


